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THIS is a most interesting study of the nature of man and Ms
best desires. What makes us different from the animals ? And
how can we cultivate that difference so that we live the best
life ? Robert Bridges began life as a doctor, but when he was
forty he retired from that profession to Oxford to write poetry
and essays and live the good life. During the first World War
he went over from Oxford to address a meeting of working men
in Swindon on the subject of the good life and how they could
live it. His idea of Hostels or Colleges is delightful, but has
never been acted on. Still, much is done for young people in
England ; but much more, both in India and England, could
be done. It is, indeed, a universal problem which we
fortunate ones should consider.

I REMEMBER that when I first learned Greek at school I
was much perplexed by finding that the word school was a
Greek word meaning leisure. With me school was work,
but leisure meant play. I was quite unable to solve this
riddle ; and with children school must always mean
work. The Greeks did not, of course, neglect primary
teaching, but they had no system of State schools and
compulsory education, as we have. Slaves (whom they
called pedagogues) accompanied the boys to private
schools, where they continued their nursery education i#
the rudiments, and were kept out of mischief.